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VFA-82 Marauders Ba
BByy  LLtt..  JJooee  GGuueerrrreeiinn

PPhhoottooss  bbyy  EErriikk  HHiillddeebbrraannddtt

TTrraaiinniinngg  ffoorr  aaiirr--ttoo--aaiirr  ccoommbbaatt  iiss
oonnee  ooff  tthhee  mmoosstt  ffuunn——aanndd  cchhaall--
lleennggiinngg——tthhiinnggss  aann  aavviiaattoorr  ccaann

ddoo..  EEaacchh  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ttoo  ffllyy  ttoo  ffiigghhtt
bbrriinnggss  uunniiqquuee  ssiittuuaattiioonnss  tthhaatt  ccaann  bbee
aapppprrooaacchheedd  ffrroomm  mmaannyy  aanngglleess..  BBuutt  ffoorr
tthhee  mmoosstt  ppaarrtt,,  wwee  ffaaccee  tthhee  ssaammee  aaggggrreess--
ssoorr  ppiilloottss,,  iinn  tthhee  ssaammee  ““ ffrriieennddllyy””   jjeettss,,
uussiinngg  tthhee  ssaammee  bbaadd--gguuyy  
ttaaccttiiccss  iinn  ffaammiilliiaarr  oopp  aarreeaass..

LLaasstt  SSeepptteemmbbeerr,,  aafftteerr  mmoonntthhss  ooff  ppllaann--
nniinngg,,  tthhee  MMaarraauuddeerrss ooff  SSttrriikkee  FFiigghhtteerr
SSqquuaaddrroonn  ((VVFFAA))  8822  bbrrookkee  aawwaayy  ffrroomm
rroouuttiinnee  ttuurrnnaarroouunndd  ttrraaiinniinngg  ffaarree  wwhheenn
tthheeyy  ““ iinnvvaaddeedd”” GGeerrmmaannyy  ttoo  ttaakkee  oonn  tthhee
MMiiGG--2299..  AAfftteerr  wwoorrkkiinngg  tthhrroouugghh  aallll  tthhee
llooggiissttiiccaall  iissssuueess  aanndd  ccoooorrddiinnaattiinngg  wwiitthh
tthhee  UU..SS..  AAiirr  FFoorrccee,,  VVFFAA--8822  fflleeww  nniinnee
FF//AA--1188ss  ffrroomm  NNAASS  CCeecciill  FFiieelldd,,  FFllaa..,,  ttoo
LLaaaaggee  AAiirr  BBaassee,,  GGeerrmmaannyy..  TThhee  nnaammee
cchhoosseenn  ffoorr  tthhiiss  ddeettaacchhmmeenntt  wwaass
““AAmmbbiittiioouuss  VVeennttuurree..””     



ttle MiGs Over Germany

AA  MMiiGG--2299  FFuullccrruumm iiss  ccaasstt  iinn  tthhee  ssttaarrrriinngg  rroollee  iinn  tthhee  vviiddeeoo  ffrroomm  aa  VVFFAA--8822  MMaarraauuddeerr gguunn  ccaammeerraa..



The Marauders flew eight of their
own F/A-18Cs and borrowed one
two-seat Hornetfrom VFA-106 in
order to participate in back-seat
exchange rides with the German air-
crews. At dusk on 4 September, two
U.S. Air Force KC-10 Extender
tankers, with Hornets in trail, left
Florida on a 10.5-hour flight across
the Atlantic. The transit required 10
in-flight refuelings along a route
which took the Hornets up the East

Coast and across the
Atlantic just south of
Iceland. Upon detaching
from the tankers, VFA-
82 became the first U.S.
Navy squadron to land at
Laage Air Base.

On arrival, the most
obvious indication that
this base was not like
most western bases was
the hardened, earth-

RRiigghhtt,,  aa  ssttuuddyy  iinn  ddeettaaiill  ooff  tthhee  bbuussii--
nneessss  eenndd  ooff  aa  FFuullccrruumm pprreeppaarriinngg  ttoo
llaauunncchh..  BBeellooww,,  MMaarraauuddeerr  ppiilloottss
ggaaiinneedd  ffiirrsstthhaanndd  eexxppeerriieennccee  oonn
FFuullccrruumm ccaappaabbiilliittiieess  tthhrroouugghh  ffaammiill--
iiaarriizzaattiioonn  fflliigghhttss  iinn  aa  ttwwoo--sseeaatt  MMiiGG--
2299..



covered hangars that housed MiG-29
Fulcrums and F-4 Phantom IIs left
over from the cold war era. The
VFA-82 aircrews were greeted
warmly by the aviators of the
German Jagdgeschwader 73 (73rd
Fighter Wing) and treated to good
food, drink and conversation.

Having arrived on a Friday, the
Marauders had the weekend to
adjust to the new time zone and
explore the town of Rostock;
however, the minds of the aircrews
were on what the first move would
be when they reached the merge
with a real MiG-29. 

On 7 September, the first one-
versus-one duel between a Fulcrum
and a Hornet was flown. In addition
to the MiG dogfights, sorties were
also taking place with F-4s from the
2 Jagdstaffel (2nd Fighter Squadron).
Most pilots were anxiously awaiting
their first merge with a MiG. One by
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AAbboovvee,,  aa  HHoorrnneett aanndd  FFuullccrruumm  ttrriioo  rreettuurrnn  ttoo  LLaaaaggee  aafftteerr  aa
ssuucceessssffuull  ttrraaiinniinngg  fflliigghhtt..  LLeefftt,,  FFuullccrruummss aarree  oofftteenn
hhaannggaarreedd  iinn  eeaarrtthheenn  rreevveettmmeennttss  oonnccee  iinntteennddeedd  ttoo  pprroo--
tteecctt  aaggaaiinnsstt  aattttaacckk  ffrroomm  NNAATTOO  aaiirrccrraafftt  dduurriinngg  tthhee  ccoolldd
wwaarr..

Photo by Capt. John Leenhouts



one, pilots coming back from a
mission were mobbed by fellow
aviators asking how they did, what
worked and what didn’t. After a
few days, the focus switched to
maneuvers using a mixture of
Fulcrums and Phantoms. The
Marauders concentrated on improv-
ing tactics and trying new ideas to
see what would work against the
MiG, which provided a challenging
platform to train against. The
Luftwaffe pilots’ excellent English
skills and training helped the com-

bined operations run smoothly. 
The Marauder maintenance

department came through once
again by keeping the jets airborne
at a field far from home. Main-
taining aircraft flying an average of
18 sorties a day is no small task,
but maintenance crews worked day
and night fixing everything from
loose bolts to replacing an engine.
Without their expertise, this
detachment could not have taken
place. The Marauders were also
impressed with the German mainte-

1188 NNaavvaall  AAvviiaattiioonn  NNeewwss JJaannuuaarryy––FFeebbrruuaarryy  11999999



NNaavvaall  AAvviiaattiioonn  NNeewwss JJaannuuaarryy––FFeebbrruuaarryy  11999999 1199

nance personnel, who contributed
many off-duty hours and were vital
to the success of the detachment.

The Marauders packed up their
gear and headed home on 18
September. The squadron spent the
night in Mildenhall, England,
before once again snuggling up
behind the Air Force tankers for the

transatlantic flight back to NAS
Cecil Field. The long flight gave
aviators and maintenance personnel
a chance to reflect on not only the
great training, but also the unique
opportunity this detachment pre-
sented. The benefits in internation-
al relations, morale and tactical
lessons learned were immense. The

Marauders are confident that the
experience in Germany has pre-
pared them for any future conflict
in which they face a Fulcrum at the
merge. 

Lt. Guerrein is VFA-82’s public affairs officer.

AAbboovvee,,  aa  ccooooppeerraattiivvee  MMiiGG--2299  FFuullccrruumm sshhoowwss  ooffff  tthhee  ddeessiiggnn  wwhhiicchh  mmaakkeess  iitt  aa  ffrroonntt--lliinnee  aaiirr--ttoo--aaiirr  ffiigghhtteerr..
OOppppoossiittee,,  ““FFiigghhtt’’ss  oonn!!””  LLtt..  MMaarrkk  SSwweeddeennbboorrgg  ffaacceess  ooffff  wwiitthh  hhiiss  FFuullrruumm--ffllyyiinngg  ooppppoonneenntt..


